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Abstract
Background: The goal of upper eyelid procedures is to restore or create the ideal proportions between the pretarsal space and the upper lid fold.
Objectives: The aim of this study was to define the topographic features of the attractive upper lid.
Methods: Caucasian female frontal facial photographs were obtained from public media and periorbital areas were cropped. A total of 294 
photographs of eyes were rated by 6 evaluators using a 4-point Likert scale. Eyes rating an average ≥3.5 were defined as “attractive,” whereas those rated 
≤2.0 were defined as “unattractive” and analyzed using Adobe Illustrator.
Results: Fifty-one and 19 eyes were included in the attractive and unattractive cohorts, respectively. (Upper lid fold

Pretarsal ) shows ratios averaged between 1.8 
and 3.0 among attractive eyes, and larger ratios were observed laterally. These ratios were significantly larger laterally among attractive vs unattractive 
eyes (P ≤ 0.003). The lash line peak (P < 10–4), lid crease peak (P < 10–3), and brow peak (P < 0.05) were significantly more lateralized in attractive eyes.
Conclusions: Attractive eyes tend to exhibit decreased pretarsal show. However, there is pronounced variability in these ratios among attractive 
eyes, suggesting the importance of other features. Interestingly, progressive lateralization of the lash line, lid crease, and brow peaks appears to be an 
undescribed feature common to attractive eyes. Knowledge of attractive eyelid features may be an important consideration for planning and optimization 
of upper lid rejuvenation procedures.
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“The eye sees only what the mind is prepared to 
comprehend.”

Henri-Louis Bergson (1859-1941)

The study of facial proportions has intrigued artists and 
scholars for centuries.1-3 Although the main drive during 
the Renaissance was establishing rules and guidelines for 
drawing and sculpting, more recent studies aimed to val-
idate those proportions to utilize in aesthetic facial sur-
gery. Research by Farkas, Borman, and others examined 
previously described neoclassical facial canons in differ-
ent patient populations and showed significant intra- and 
interracial variations, laying the foundation for modern 
facial anthropometry.4-8 More recently, other studies ana-
lyzed periorbital measurements in different ethnic groups 
to identify what defines a beautiful or an attractive eye.9-11 

Despite their commendable efforts, most measurements 
provided were not designed to aid the aesthetic surgeon 
during periorbital rejuvenation.

According to Tessier, aesthetic harmony does not 
lie in pure measurements, but rather it arises from 
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